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PHlLiP. 3.20, 


Our converſation is in Heaven, from whence 
alſo wee looke for the Saviour , the Lord 
Teſus C hrt [t. 


! EE Honourable and!; Honoured 
Couriers, here is a Text of Scripe 
ture fit for perſons of your rank 
and quality. A text that will learn 
conn} ro demean your ſelves, ſo 
toorder your Converſation inthis 
World, that after you have 'been Courtiers on 
Earth, you may be Courtiers in Heaven; after you 
have converſed with men, -: may converſe with 
God; afteryou have ſerved and attended our gra- 
cious King and Queene below, you may be prefer- 
red and taken up by the Angels of Heaven to ac- 
company and attend the _ of Glory _— 

3 cr- 


wat 
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Certainly, if there be an #4180» an Heaven upon 
Earth, an Eſtate of Majeſty, Height and Glory , 
 Heare it is, and youare thoſe that are advanced, 
and enſtated in itz Let mee only adviſe you (as a 
poore unworthy Meſſengerof Chriſt) to take heed 
and beware of Capernaums Doome, Mar.1r.23. 
And thou Capernaum which art exalted to Heaven 
ſhalt be thrown down to Hell; Oh pray to God that 
ye may eſcapethat wolull precipittumythat diſmal, 
that dolefull, that deadly Down-fall : Rather (as 
Salomon ſaith) let your way be upward, dire& your 
ſteps and courſes to Heaven-wards, and labour 
every day to ariſe in your care, in your zeale, in 
your devotionsto God,that you may come neerer 
ro Heavenat night, than you were in the morning; 
that ſoeven while you live and converſe on Bank 
you may betruly andrightly ſaid to have yourcon- 
verſation in Heaven. For ſo ſpeakes my Text of 
ſome, and God grant it may bee ſpoken of us all, 
that Our comverſation us tn Heaven, from whence al- 
fo we booke for the Saviour the Lord Teſws Chriſt, © 
Inwhich words there are two generall parts to be 
obſerved: Firſt, the excellency of the Saints (they 
have their converſation in Heaven.) Secondly, the 
expeRation of ſinners, (from thence alſo:we looke for 
the Saviour, ec.) Firſt, what is meantby convers 
fation. Secondly, how wethat live and converſe 
onearth,can bee ſaid in proper ſenceto have ous 
converſation in Heaven. 
The firitof theſe may be conſidered in foure cirr 
cumſtances, 
- 2, That 
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7. Thata mans converſation is Res continuata, 
conſtant, a ſetled, continued thing. It is not 
one or two, or ſome few particular a&tions that do 
denominatea mans converſation,but the generall 
courſe and current of his life zwhich if it beright- 
ly ordered, as it ought to bee, thenit is termed an 
Honeft Convetſation, 2 Peter 2.12. (Have your 
coxverſation boneſt among the Gentiles.) if other- 
wiſe it be idly and unprofitably miſpent, then ir is 
termed a vaine converſation: x Per.1.18..(yee are 
redeemed from your vaire converſation.) Thatwhich 
brings a man no profit, nocredit, no comfort in 
the end. that's a vaine converſation : And God 
forbid thatany Chriſtians converſation ſhould be 
ſo vaine. This we know. that as there 1s no man fo 
bad but he may do ſome part iculara&tions thatare 
rightand good; as God ſaid of Abimelech, Ger. 
20. I know thou haſt done this thing in the integrity 
of thy heart :that one thing he did well, though his 
converſation went another yay ; ſo on the con- 
trary, there-is no man ſo good,but he may do ſome 
particular a&ions thatare vile and bad as tis ſaid 
of David, he was upright in all things, ſave only 
inthe matter of Y7:4ah ; In that one thing hee fat- 
led exceedingly, though the whole -{treame of his 

life and converſation went right to God-ward.: 
It is witha Chriſtian in this world, as with a 
Ship that goes to Sea, They are bound for ſuch a 
Coaſt, thar way they ſayle,and thither they dire&t 
their voyage ; now there may Come many a Con- 
rrary ſtorm that may turge them cleane _ > Or 
rive 


4 The Man for \' Heaven. 
drive them quite another way :which for the pre 
ſent isa great trouble and griefe unto them, but 
as ſoone as ever the ſtorme 1s over, and the Sea is 
calme, they hale and toyle and never are atreſt, till 
they have recovered themſelves, and are gotten in- 
to the right way againe. SO fares it with a Chri- 
ftian ſoule, ſuch a one is bound for Heaven, that's 
his home, that's his harbour, that's the Haven 
where he would be; now there may come , and 
daily there doth come many a crofle, many a cor- 
ruption, many a pleaſing, or unpleaſing temptas 
tion that turnes him cleane another way, into the 
way of finne and wickedneſle, or turnes him clean 
back from the way of Grace and goodneſle; which 
for the preſent (like the divifions of Rater, Tudg. 
5.) muſt needs cauſe great ſigh ings and thoughts 
of heart, and indeed hee is neverat quiet in his 
mind, nor at peace in his confcience, till by the 
mercy of God he bave recovered himſelfe by re- 
pentance, and come back to his old comfort and 
converſation againe. So the meaning of the Text 
is this ; that it is not enough fora man to look 
to Heaven at ſome particular times, asin the time 
of ſickneſle, of ſorrow, of extreme adverſity ;, (as 
the manner of the world is) for then the wicked- 
eft manthar is, will' peradventure. have. an! eye to 
Heaven. -; | I SER 21 21 
luſt as you fcee-a: Hog, that never looks: to. 
Heaven, riff he be over-turned, and caſt upon his 
ack, then he looks to Heaven, ang cryes; whereas 
if you do burlct him looſe, thar: he-getsupon his 
; legges 
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| leggs againe, hee returnes with his ſnowt to the 
carth, and looks to Heavenno more ; ſo fares it (I 
feare me) with many a carnall man, that ſeldomor 
never looks to Heaven, till hee bee overturned in 
his credit , overthrown in his eſtate , orcaſt upon 
his back onthe bed of ſicknefle and death; then he 
lifis up his eyes to thoſe Hils from whence com- 
meth his help, ( as David ſpeaketh :) whereupon 
if God do but ſet himar liberty, and reſtore him 
to his health, that he get upon his legs againe, hee 
returnes like a Hog.to his old: fwiniſhdiſpolſition, 
& looks no more after Heaven;till hebe caſtdown 
again intothe likediftreſſe. 'Thus it is, but thus 
it ſhould not be : If you deſire to have comfort 
from Heaven in your ſickneſle, let your converſa- 
tion be there in your health z and that not. for a 
fit ora brunr, but in a conſtant,& ſetled,and conti- 
nued courſe of life.; that like as it is: ſaid of God, 
Deut. 11; 12. that hs eyes are upon the land, from 
the beginning of the yeare, tothe end theredf', ſo let 
thine eyesbe upon God from the beginning of the 
day, of the weeke;of the yeare,ecven to:theend and 
conſummat ionof thy life. - You know whatrour 
Saviour ſaid to thoſe Jews which beleeved on him, 
Toha 8. 2 1. Si mazxſeritts 1n me, Tf ye abide 1n mee, 
then are ye my Diſciples 1ndeed. They that: only 
come to Chriſt, and make profeſſion of Chriſtia- 
nity for a time, and then like Demas fall away, 
and embrace this preſent World; theſe are bur 
diſciples in name only, like Labars Images, that 
were called: Gods , when they were but blocks : 

B Thoſe 
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Thoſe and none but thoſe are diſciples in deed 
and in truth, that do as their maſter did, of whom 
it is faid, Ph:lip. 2.8. that Hee humbled himſelfe, 
and berame obedjent anto the death : He was not on- 
ly obedient-in his death, ſubmitting himſelfeto 
all the cruelty, all the infamy, all the extremity 
of pain and ſhame that God or man conld layup- 
on him.; but He was obedient unto death; that 1s, 
(as Bezaexpounds it) unto his Py , from 
the beginning of his Incarnation, tothe very end 
of his diſſolution : Here's the Load-ſtar that 
wee muſt all bee guided by y let us beare the 
fimemind, and hold the ſame reſolution, that 
our Saviour did , to- become: obedient to the 
death , (or as 706 m—_ Cap. 27. 5.) n0t 10 
leave our innocency till wee die, then may. we take 
it as an undoubted evidence andafftirance to our 
foules., that wee, even wee our ſelves arc of the 
number of thoſe bleſſedSaints that have theircon- 
verſation inthe Heavens. This is the firſt cir- 
cumſtance ito. bee confidered', thata mans con- 
rerfation is Res. continaaats ,. not a fudden or a 
mormentaric ,, but a conſtant and continued 
thing. 

2.. A mans. converſation is Res marifeſta, an open 
and*a manifeſt thing: the Conſcience of a man, 
that is ſecret, knowne only to God ; bur his con- 
verſation that is-evidentand apparent to the word. 
So the meaning of the Text is, that it is not 
enough fora man to have a care of his conſcience 
fwardly towards God, but he muſt have as great 
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a care of his converſation outwardly to the 
World. That like as it is ſaid of our Saviour, 
Luke 9.53. They knew what hee was by hw face, 
becauſe (ſaith the Text) his face was as though hee 
would go to Teruſalem: So ſhould a good Chriſtian 
be known by his face (that is) by his outward car- 
riage and converſation to bee one that is going ts 
Jeruſalem that is above; If thoubeeſt ſucha one, 
letitbe thy principall care to lead thy life in ſuch 
a way as God doth beſt accept, in the way of 
Godlinefſſe and honeſty , in bs way of tempe- 
rance and ſobriety , in the way of truth and ſince- 
rity; thatthe World may ſce by thy life, thatas 
thou doſt live and move in God, ſo thou doſt 
alſoliveand move to God. As Alexander once 
gave Order that the Grecians and Barbarians 
ſhould bee no longer diſtinguiſhed by their gar- 
ments ; but (faith hee) let the Greciens be known 
by their vertues, and the Barbarians by their vices: 
thus ſhould a Chriſtian bee diſtinguiſhed from 2 
carnall man, not by his habit, but by his hearr, 
not by his eſtate and condition, but by his wiſ- 
dome and converſation, being ſuch (as St. Paul 
ſpeaketh) as becometh the Goſpell, Php. 1.2 / 
The works of the fleſh are manifeſt (faith the ſame A- 
poſtle) ard ſo ſhould the works of the ſpirit bee alſo. 
As it is ſaid of the Kings daughter, Pſal. 45.13. 
She is all glorious within , and her cloathing alſo us of 
wrought Gold: fo ſhould every Chriſtian ſoule, 
which is the Spouſe of Chriſt, and the daughter 
ofthe King of Heaven, bee all glorious, or rather 
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indeed all gracious and all vertuous, both within 
and without: And as it is faid of the Arke of 
God, Exod. 37. that it was over-lated with pare 
Gold both withis and without : ſo ſhould every 
Chriſtian pray, that he may have a good confet- 
ence as the overlaying of gold within,and a good 
converſation, as the overlaying of gold without; 
providing things honeft , not only 12 the ſight of 
God, -but alſo in the ſight of men, Rom, 12.17. 
And this is the-fecond circumſtance to bee con- 
fidered in our converſation ; namely , that it 
is or ought to bee Res marifeſta , a manifeſt 
thing. - 

3. A mans converſation is. Res familrarir, 2 
friendly, or a familiar thing; You know there 
15 no one thing that breeds ſo mnch entirc- 
neſſe, fo much familiarity and acquaintance a- 
mong all ſorts of perſons, as living, and loving, 
and converſing together : So the only way to 
bring a man into an humble familiarity and ac- 
quarntance with his God, is to bee converſant in 
boly-dutics, and to have his converfation in the 
Heavens. It 1s the phraſe of 70h, (and I do not 
remember that I find it any where but in that 
book) 7b 22.21. Acquarnt thy ſelfe with God, and 
thereby good ſhall come unto thee. Aſueſce cum Den, 
Ethat is) Accuſtomeand inure thy ſelfe to walke 
with God, as Enoch did; to-talke with God, as 
Azoſes did; to ſeckethe faceof God as Daviddid: 
make aotthy ſetfea ſtranger to God now, leſt he 
know thee nor, leſt hee own thee not, atthe later 

; | day >. 
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day, when thou and all the world will bee glad to 
claimacquaintance of Him. But ſome may fay ;, 
What am I, or what is my fathers houſe, that L 
ſhould'dare to thinke of being acquainted, with 
ſo great'a Majeſty, as is the Lord ? thatis too fa- 
miliar a word : I anſiver, according to the. com- 
mon proverb ; volezt no fit 12juria, That which 
:5an 1njury to our thinking, is no injury to him 
that is willing and deſirous of it. Now you ſhall 
obſcrve that all the perſons in the Bleſſed Trinity, 
are ſo farre from taking illat our hands, tbat they 
do even deſire and: wiſh for {infull mans ſocietie.. 
God the Father he defires- it, Eſay I. 18S. Come 
(faith God) /er ws reaſon togetber,let us parley, let 
us confer, let us be famitliar(as it were) and renezv 
our old decayed acquaintance, which hath.ſlept 
ſo long, and been ſo unkindly laid afide. Inthe 
originall it is, Adeſte, & increperus, come let us 
chide together; as one friend hides another for. 
being ſtrange and aloofe,& taking diſtaſte without 
a cauſe : And this 1s it, makes-God to chide.usas 
he doth, partly by word of mouth, in the Miniſtry 
of bis Word; and partly by A& and Decd, by 
ſending hisreall Judgements into the World-to 
phgue us for finne 4 which David calleth Tncre- 
pationem Domini, the chiding of God, Pſal..18.. 
I5. and. all for our averſeneſle, and aloofeneſſe 
in this: kind, that wee will not comeat hinx-to. 
renav.ouracquaintancewith him, by a ſoundand 


ſerious humiliation, as his mercy, and our dutic 
B: 3 doth: 


\ 


10 The Man for Heaven, 


doth require. God the Sonne, Hee deſires our 
acquaintance likewiſe, as you may read, /ohz 5. 
39. Yee ſearch the Scriptures ( ſaith Chriſt) azd in 
them ye loke to bave eternal life, and yet ye will nor 
come t0 mee that yee might have life, We deale juſt 
with our Saviour, as One ſaid of his Friend or 
Father, Sz beneeſſem ſine te , nunquam Vernirem ad 
te; If I could bee well withoutthee , I would ne- 
ver come at thee : It is our illnefſe ,, and our 
weakneſſe, our lameneſſe, and our ſicknefle,thar 
makes us to repaire unto Chriſt , or elſe (Iam 
afraid ) wee would ſeldome or never come at 
him. As for the Holy Ghoſt, Davrd cals him 
a Loving Spirit, Pſal. 143. 10+ a Spirit that 
loves the company and + £4 condudt of a poorc 
ſinner (ler thy loving Spirit lead mee unto the land 
of  Righteouſneſſe;) it 1s not only a leading Spr- 
r1t, buta loving Spirit, a Spiritthat loves to lead 
us, and to carry us into all ruth, into all good- 
neſle, and to guide our finfull fect into the way 
of peace ; wee read of divers that were con- 
demned in Scripture, for having to doe with 
Familiar Spirits , and juſtly , for what grace- - 
leſſe wretches were they that durſt bee familiar 
with thoſe evill ſpirits that were the mortall 
enemies of their ſoules ; that durſt to harbour 
thoſe helliſh Serpents in their boſomes, thar 
ſtung their Soules to death eternall : And ob, 
what a bleſſed and a happy thing it were, if we 
were but halfe fo deſirous of t — 
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and acquaintance of the Good Spirit, as they 
were of the evill ones ; then as 70h ſpeakes 
in the place fore-named , 7zde proventus err 
bonus , thereby good ſhall come unto thee: 
Good to thy eſtate, thou ſhalt proſper by ir; 
Good to thy children, they ſhall flouriſh by it; 
Good to thy. name, thou ſhalt have credit and 
reputationby. it ; Good to thy body, thou ſhalt 
have health and prote&tion by it; but ſpeciall 
g00d ſhall come to thy Soule, thou ſhalt have 
mercy , and peace, and falvation by it : Thou. 
ſhalt = his good Word to-inſtruct-thee , his 
good Angels to guard thee , hisgood Spirit to 
comfort thee, and above all his good Kingdom: 
to receive thee. Therefore, if thou loveſt thy 
ſelfe , and tendereſt thy owne good ,. let thy 
converſation with God , bee Res familiars,a 
free, a frequent, anda familiar thing. 

Laſtly, if wee take the originall word 797% 
in the native and proper Fnte , as it ſignifies: 
the traffiquing and trading that one Merchant 
or one Citizen hath with another, then it af- 
fords us this conſtderation ;- That to converſe 
Or tO have commerce with God, is Res queſtuoſa, 
the gainfuleſt trade, and the richeſt marchandiſe 

nder -Heaven.. For if wee beleeve the Apoſtle; 
Godlineſle is no vile commodity, but exceed- 
ing gainfull, yea gaine it ſelte, yea and great 
g21nctOO; ( if notto the purſe ,. yet to the 


Conſcience; if not to the eſtate , yet tothe 
foule. 
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ſoule it is) for it bath the promiſes not only 
of the life that now is, but of that which is to 
come. There bee many that ſay (faith David, 
Pſal. 4.6.) Who will ſhew u« any good * It is not 
the ſaying of one man, or of ſome men, but of 
many and of moſt men , who will fhew us any 
Good ; all their deſire is to liſten and inquire 
who can tell them of any good purchaſe , any 
g00d bargaine, any good fortune that may con- 
cerne them, or come to their hands; let the 
party that ſhewes it bee who hee will, if hee 
ſheives any good wee love him, wee thank him 
for it : Behold here is one (Saint Paulby name) 
that ſhewes .us Summum Bonum, the Greateſt 
- Good, the trueſt and fſureſt Gaine that is to be 
bad in all the Chriſtian World : and that is to 
keep. a Fattory. in Heaven (as it were) by the 
meanes and mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, to deale 
betwixt God and our own Soules in a fecretand 
a ſacred commerce , to exchange our Prayers for 
his Favours, our duties for his Mercies, and fo 
to drive a Sptrituall trade in the City of God; 
And this will bring us into ſuch a way of pro- 
fit, that wee ſhall gaine VWiſdome and Grace, 
and Comfort and Credit in this life , and a 
Crowne of Eternall Glory inthe life to come, 
and noiy judge your ſelves whether to have our 
converſation in Heaven bee not Kes queſtuoſa,a 
gainfullthing. 
I come noy to the ſecond generall propoſiti- 
ON 
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on of my Text, which is this : How wee that 
live and converſe upon Earth, ean bee faid in 
proper ſenſe to have our Comverſation in the 
Heavens ? I ſhall anſwer it foure waies. 

I. Per Elevatiexem, By lifting upvur hearts 
and minds, and Soules to God, Wee read, 
Levit, 11.21. thatthoſe Reprilia, thoſe Fowls 
or other Creatures that crept on all fourc, were 
Abomination in Aoſes Law, the people mighe 
not cat nor touch them ; but thoſe that had 
legges and wings to leape withall , and to lift 
up themſelves from the Earth toward Heaven, 
thoſe were cleane in Gods account. This 
was certainely a ſymbolicall type to ftgnific 
unto us , that thoſe Chriſtians that are al- 
wayes Creeping (as it were) and crawling and 
oroveling, upon the Earth , alwayes minding 
carthly things , and ſetting rheir hearts upon 
the muck of this World , they are uncleane 
and Abomination to the Lord : But they that 
have the legges and wings of Faith and fer- 
vent Prayer , to leape (as it were) from the 
Earth , and to lift up themſelves towards 
Heaven in their ejaculations and devotions 
to God , they are thoſe whom God accepts. 
An Angell once cried , Revel. 8.13. woe, 
woe , woe 10 the inhabitants of the Earth. Inha- 
brtantibus., now Accolis (ſaith a Father ) not 
to the ſojourners and ſtrangers of the Earth 
{ as all good Chriſtians are , whoſe Home 1s 
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Heaven, and the Earth but a place of their- 


Pilgrimage for a time.) But the woes are to 
the ſetled Inhabnants of the Earth , who fo 
fixe tFeir hearts on the Earth, rhat they make 
it their Heaven ;, like that Cardinall that 
would not change his part in Pars for his 
rt in Paradiſe: or like the Children of Rew- 
en and Gad, Numb. 32. 2. that defired to 
make their ſtay on this ſide Jordan , and let 
their brethren if they liſted paſſe over into 
the Land of promiſe ; for their owne parts, 
they liked well of the place where they were, 
and did not defirc to remove , becauſe it was 
a place- fit for their Cattell. In like fort , 
they that make more account of their cattel], 
than they doe of their conſcience ; and doe 
more efteeme the pleafures and profits of a 
fe temporall , than the incomprehenſible 
joyes of the life eternall ; they that fo love 
the Earth, that by their good wills they would 
not leave it for Heaven : Woe bee to them 
three wayzs : firſt, woe to them in life ; ſe- 
condly , woe to them in death; thirlly , woe 
to them after death : or thus , woe to their 
bodies, woe to their ſoules, and woe to both 
body and foule together in that wocfull place 
of torment. In a word, therefore if we Tefire 
to eſcape this threfold woe , and that ir may 
bee well with ns both here and hereafter; ler 
us. doc by our afections, as Husband-men do 
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by their corne, if it lic low in a damproom, 
it is in davger to putrifie, and corrupt, and 
ſtink ; therefore they convey it and carry itup 
into ſome higher room that is farther from the 
Earth , and neerer to Heaven , and there it is 
ſafe. Sucha damp place is this ſinfull World, 
chcrfore if thou wouldlt preſerve thy affe&tons 
from ſtench and corruption, carry them up on 
high, litt them up to Heaven by divine con-' 
templations , and by a divine converſation, 
and then they are out of danger. We ſhould 
frame our affe ions in forme of a ſhip, which 
is cloſe downwards, and open —_ , in an 
reirty defire of a Heavenly condition. One 
faith well, It is with Men, as it 1s with the 
Moone : When the Moone decreaſeth, it is 
cloſe above , and open below ; Contrarily, 
when it increaſeth, it is open above, and cloſe 
below : So if our minds, (as Nature hath fra- 
med our hearts ) bee cloſe downwards , uſing 
the World , as if wee uſed it not , and cnlar- 
ged upwards in ſecking and fighing after the 
things that bee above ; then tis a bappy-ſigne 


of our increaſe in grace and favour wirh God, 


and an infallible evidence to our ſoules , thar 
though our abode bee below on Earth , yet 
our converſation is above in Heaven. | 
*. Fa Anticipaitonem z you that defire to 
have Heaven hereafter, muſt begin your heaven 
here, by Anticipation; and tht t/irce waies:: 
C Firſt, 
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feſt, take direQtion from Heaven in afl your 
wayes and a&ions ;. doe as ſhip-men doe at 
Sea , becauſe they have no common Road, 
nor beaten Path to- ſayle by , they take their 
direQion from the ſtarres., and guide then 
ſelves by the Heavens z, ſo becauſe in this 
World ( which is. as. briniſh with ſinne , as 
the Seca ts with ſalt; andas dangerous to-the 
Soule, as the Sea 1s to. the ſhip. )- there is no 
common Road (as I may ſay) no beaten path 
to Heaven , fo: few there bee that goe that 
way ; letevery one that deſires: to walke ſafe - 

, take heed of walking raſhly-, and fol- 
lowing the luſts , devices, and deſires.of his 
own heart, but let him looke up ro Heaven 
for dire&ion, and deſire God to be his guide 
and condudt ;, fayingand praying in the words, 
of the Prophet Davrd, Pſal. 48.14. Thou O. 
God art my God for ever, oh bee thou my guide. 
wnto the day of death. Secondly, learne the 
language of Heaven while yee are: here ; as 
one that is to travell into a forraine Coun- 
try, will -if hee can poſſible learne ſome part 


of the language of that countrey -before-band, 


that he may not be altogether to ſecke when 
hee comes into a ſtrange place : So if Heaven 
bee (as I hope it is ) the Countrey and the 
Kingdome that yee all deſire to live in ; bee 
carefull then while yee are here to inure your 
felves to the tnguage of Heaven cre ye come 


there, 
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there, (that is) to blefle- God, and praiſe him, 
and ſpeake good of his Name : for as terrene, 
and ſordid and.baſe diſcourſe is the language 
of the World , and lying , and lewd and Pro- 
fane difcourle is the language of Hell : So 
pious., and profitable , and divine diſcourſe, 
that favoureth and relliſheth of the Grace and 
g00d Spirit of God , that's the language of 
Heaven : -learne that. Thirdly , labour to get 
a Temper and a. diſpoſition fit for Heaven, 
As God hath given the fowles a Temper fit 
to live in the ayre , and fiſhes a Temper fit 
for the water ;-and creeping things.a Temper 
fit for the Earth ;-ſo defire of God to frame 
thy heart to an Heavenly diſpoſition, and to 
give thee a Temper fit for Heaven. 

Certainly Carnall Men miſtake Heaven, ta- 
king it to bee only a place of Reſt, but nag 
2 place of righteouſneſſe ; a place of happi- 
neſſe, but not a place of holineſle.; ſo that if 
a. Carnall man ſhould bee admitted to peepe 
into Heaven to ſee what is there: adoing, to 
{ee how the Glorified Soules and Spirits arc 
alwayes lauding and magnifying - their God 
and Saviour, alwayes taken up with Holy and 
Heavenly exerciſes and employments ; hee 


would loath no place- ſo much as Heaven, 


as being no wayes agreeable , but altogether 
contrary to his temper and diſpoſition :. He 


that is weary. of. one Sabbath here,_ how will. 


& 9, hee. 
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hee brooke an eternity of Sabbath hereafter : 
if the Foot-men have ty-ed him ( as Teremy 
ſpcakes in another caſe, 7erem. 12. 5. how will 
hee de 10 hold, pace with the Horſe-men: Hee 
that thinkes too much of that little holineſle 
that. God requires in his Stints on Earth , 
how will hee comply with that excellency of 
holinefle that is in the Saints , and bleſſed 
Soules in Heaven. In a word then, as wee all 
hope to have Carzem Angelificatam (as Teriul- 


[ia ſpeakes ) to have Angell-like bodies here- 


after ; ſo let us labour and pray that we may 
have Animas Angeliſicatas , Angell-like Soules 
while wee are here; that wee may wholly ad- 
dict and give ourminds to doe Gods will on 
Earth as 1t is done in Heaven, that we may 


begin our Heaven here in Grace, and perfet it 


hercafter for ever in Glory. 

3 A man that lives on Earth, may bce 
ſaid to have his converſation in Heaven, Per 
Charitatem , by boly Charity , which 1s no- 
thing elſe but a divine love to God , and to 
all Goodnefſe. Hee that is a truly Charita- 
ble man on Earth, is 72 ul:tma 6 proxima 
aiſpoſirrone , in the laſt, and likeſt, and necreſt 
diſpoſition to the Glorified Saints in Heaven : 
For this wee know, that moſt of thoſe other 
vertues wherein men excell on Earth , do faile 
and ceaſe when the Soulereturnes to Heaven ; 
Our Faith, that ſhall-ceaſe, for wee ſhall then 
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fre the beatificall face of Gcd , and the 
bleſſed reward of the Gedly, which we now 

beleeve unſeene. | 
Our Hope, that ſhall ceaſe, for wee ſhall 
then enjoy the good things wee hoped for :. 
ro more necd of Anchour when wee are paſt 
the Sea of this world, and landed upon the 
ſhoare of Heaven. So likewife Patience ſhall 
ceaſe, for there ſhall be no more pain ; and 
Continency, for there ſhall be no-more tem- 
ptations ;- and Mercy, for there ſhall bee no 
more obje&s of miſery : Only Charity, that 
remaynes and abides , and accompanies the 
foule into the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God; 
that's a Grace that is begun on earth, and ne- 
ver ccaſeth in Heaven, it is a celeſtiall, a hea- 
venly quality, whether it bee in men or wo- 
men; in perſons of noble, orof meaner rank. 
It is true, all have uot meanes alike to expreſle 
their charity to thoſe that are poore and 
needy ; therefore you muſt know, that Chari- 
ty is twofold, there 1s the outward charity of 
the hand, and the imvard charity of the heart; 
this later is that which God requireth equally 
of all, both rich and poore. It is like that 
Tribute of the Sanctuary Exod. 30. 15. where- 
in there was an equall Rate fct for the Ran- 
ſome of their lives , that the poore paid as 
much as the Rich : {Oo a poore man may 
have as Charitable an heart, as a Rich man... 
though 
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though God have ſtraitned him in his means 
that he cannot have ſo charitable an hand : 

u ſce 1. Cor. 13. that Charity which the 
Apoſtle fo magilics , and extolls above all 
other gifts, is only this inward Charity (Cha- 
rity exvieth not, 1s not eaſily provoked, ſeeker 
n0t her own , but hopeth all things beleeveth all 
things , indureth all things &c.;; ) all this re 
flets upon the heart, and therein a poore man 
may abound, aswell as a rich; In a word then, 
if God have-clipt thy wings , and cut ſhort 
thy eſtate, that thou canſt not have a charita- 
ble band:;z yet howſoever r&taine a charitable 
| heart, and what thou wanteſt in ſubſtance make 
up in prayer. This is the third way , whereby 
a man thart lives on earth may be truly ſaid to 
have his converſation in heaven, 

4. The fourth.and laft way, 1s, per Claritatem, 
by brightnefſe and ſhining in Grace , and 
good works; Heaven 1s a ſhining place, full 
of ſplendour, luſture and glory, and-ſach arc 


allthe ſoules that dwell therein. The Prophet” 


tell us Dar. 12. 3- they that be wiſe ſhall ſhine 
as the firmament ., and they that turne many t0 
Righteouſpeſſe ſhall ſhine as the ſtars for ever- 
more. The firmament that ſhines by day, and 
the ſtars they thine by night ; the meaning 
is, that they which are truly vertuous and wile, 
eruditi & erudientes, the prattiſers, and {the 
tcachers of wifdome ; they-that are wiſe them- 


ſelves, 
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felves , and they that make others- wiſe, ſhall 
ſhine as the Firmament in- the day-time of 
their life , and as the Starres in the night 


| when they are dead and gone ; they ſhall 


ſhine in Grace here, and in Glory hereafter. 
Though for a time they bee over-<clouded 
(as it were ) with Croſſes and Corruptions, 
which darkens and obſcures the luſtre that is 
in them; yet the time will come that all 
theſe Clouds , theſe Crofſles, and Corrupti- 
ons ſhall bee blowne away , and they ſhall 
ſhine as the Sunne in the Kingdome of their 
Father. Vhen Moſes converſed with God, 
his face ſhined , Exod. 34. there's no good 
man that converſeth with God , but. his face 
ſhines too, that is, .hee hath a venerable aſ- 
pe& , infomuch as they that will not imij- 
tate him. cannot but honour him: Job was 
a burning and a ſhining light (faith the Goſ- 
pell, 7ohx 5.35.) burning with zeale in- 
wardly to God, ſhining by a good life out- 
wardly to the World. You that defire to 
ſhine in Heaven muſt begin your ſhinin 

here on Earth : Let your l:gbt ſo ſhine, ( ſaith 
our Saviour) that men may ſee your g00d works, 
and glorifie your Father which ## in Heaven, 
True Faith is in the heart, like a candle in a 
lanterne , which mnt nor, nay cannot be al- 
together hi, but diſcovers it ſelte by its own 
ſhining light. 


D Aſtro- 
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Aſtronomers obſerve that the Galaxra, or 


the Milky ' way (as they call it) is a Glo- 


rious Circle , and poflefſeth a great part of 
Heaven, and yet is all of ſo little Starres, as 
have no name nor knowledge taken 'of rhem 
by Afſtologers. - So no doubt ,” there are 
many Saints in Heaven, that ſhine as the 
Starres in the Kingdome of God, that were 
none of thoſe great magnitudes , that the 
World ſhould . take' notice of them ; bur 
good and bleſſed Soules that have honeſt! 


performed the duties of their inferiour cal. 


ling, and behaved themſelves ſoberly, righte- 
ouſly, and pgodly-in this World; and fo glim- 
mered in a poore cſtate , like a Diamond 
that gliſters in the duſt. In a word, as wee 
all beleeve and hope that God will one day 
change our vile bodies (as the Apoftle right- 
ly calls them.) and make them like unto the 
Glorious of our bleſſed Lord and Saviour ; 
fo let us now defire and beg of God to 
change our vile Soules , that they may in 
fome meaſure bee like the pure and preci- 
ous Soule of our deare Iefus ; that all the 
fogges and fumes of our unſavoury noy- 
ſome luſts may bee diſperſed and done 
away , that wee may fo ſhine on Earth, 
by a godly life and converſation , that wee 
may bee rewarded with ſhining an Heaven, 
in a ſtate of immortallity and 1ncorruprtion. 

| (0 Which 
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Which GC o D of his mercy Grant, for ] e- 
s$0ns CHR1sT his fake, to whom with 
the Father and the Holy Ghoſt , bee given 
and aſcribed all honour , praiſe, and 
glory ; bee done and performed all 
ſervice, obedience and duty, 
from this time forth 
for ever-more, 
Amen, 


FINIS. 


